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According to Black’s Law Dictionary, there are eighteen different types of easements.  But generally, an easement is the right of someone or some entity to use the property of another person for some purpose.  An easement grants certain rights to the   easement holder—the easement therefore has certain property rights.  A more commonly used, and sometimes interchangeable term, is “right-of way.”  Traditionally, a right-of-way refers to the right of a party to pass over property, for example, via horseback, train, car, etc.  Often, we hear of utilities having rights-of-way to run electrical transmission lines, pipelines, and so on through a parcel of land—and though they may be referred to as rights-of-way, these types of situations are actually easements.  The term right-of way, according to a leading case, may not only refer to the legal right, the easement as previously described, but it may refer to the actual piece of property that is used for the easement.


So what does this all mean to you if your property is subject to an easement?  For example, if you own some beachfront property, and your neighbor has an easement to cross your portion of the beach to get to the boat docks, you cannot do anything that would restrict your neighbor’s right to use that easement.  Similarly, if the gas company has an easement to run lines through your property, you cannot do anything to inhibit their access to or their ability to run and maintain those lines.  You may be able to improve your land, but if you do make changes to the easement portion of the property, you must complete such changes as to not obstruct or inhibit your neighbor’s or the gas company’s right to access and use the easement.  So, while you may be able to build a fence with an unlocked gate (unlocked to allow easement access), you may not be able to build (and may not want to) put up a pool or shed.


Additionally, if the easement is granted for your neighbor to access the docks, s/he cannot use the easement for any other reason.  S/he cannot fence in the easement, s/he cannot use it for a motocross, etc.  Your neighbor can simply use it for access to and from the docks.  Generally, the same rules apply to public utility easements—they can only use the easement for the purposes for which the easement was granted.


As the scope and type of each easement differs from property to property, the specifics of your particular easement should be reviewed to avoid any conflicts between the parties.
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             If a bank, mortgage banker, savings and loan association, or 


any other lender has an appraisal made on residential real property, for   

the purpose of establishing a market value for lending purposes, most      

states provide that the borrower is entitled to a copy of the report.  The    

borrower may be required to pay for the cost of the appraisal or the 

cost of copying the appraisal, depending upon the law of the state.

                                                                                                                                             

To obtain a copy of the appraisal a borrower should request the

report in writing directly from the bank. In the event that appraisals

come back too low, and a bank refuses to finance a deal, a copy of the

appraisal will usually be provided to the borrower automatically.
   

Staff Updates:

New Faces:

We are proud to welcome two new attorneys and several new staff to Lawyers Advantage.  Our new attorney’s include Stephen Little Esq., and Alan Nemeth, Esq. Our new staff includes, Marie Abernathy, Diane Benick, Sara Cianci, Jennifer Davis, Carole Lee, Glorybell Martinez, Margaret Clune, and Isis Perkins.
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Staff Achievements:

Alan Sandler, our regional manager in Plantation and Miami, recently passed his bar exam.  He now proudly wears Esq. on the end of his name.  Congratulations Alan.

Andrea Bearup has been promoted from Post Closing Assistant to Processing Assistant.  Emma Young was also promoted to Executive Administrative Assistant, which involves assisting Jon Sandler in paralegal and administrative matters.  Tiffany Lishefski recently was promoted to Administrative assistant in our Orlando office.  

Lawyers Advantage expands once again:                   
Lawyers Advantage has opened up a new office in Miami, at the Royal Palm Doral Center.  They are in a temporary office right now, but will be moving to their permanent office space sometime in November.  We would like to welcome all 11 of our new employees.  

Baby Arrival:

Congratulations to Jonathan Long and his family.  Jonathan announced the birth of his baby boy, Nicholas Riley Long.



     Maryland and Virginia offices are having their event 

                             at Centennial Park.

     Our Orlando office is planning their event at Kennedy                      Point Marina.

                                                                                          The Miami and Plantation offices are preparing to have their event at Dave and Busters.

The Ft. Myers office is tentatively having their               Columbus Day event at the Cape Coral Yacht Club. 
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